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Jl HE following little Military Treatife is re- 
fpeftfuUy offered to the infpe6lion of the officers 
of cavalry, and *tis hoped will be honoured with 
their approbation. 

The fyftem of training and forming recruits 
and young horfes, is founded on the pra.6lice of 
cavalry corps of the line, confpicuous for their 
appearance, horfemanlliip, and difcipline. 

The horfe drill on a plan, fimple, cpncife, 
and eafily explained and underftood. 

The manoeuvres upon new and improved ^ 
principles, and are performed on fixed and 
pre-determined points, conformable to thofe 
adopted by general officers, eminent for their 
extenfive and intimate knowledge in the efTen- 
tial branches of the cavalry fervice, and as ana- 
logous as the nature of the two fervices will 
admit of to thofe fo admirably and fcientifically 
laid down for the infantry by Lieut. General 
Dnndas. 
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The horfe evolutions, fo called, and the ma- 
nual and platoon exercife, are fo generally 
known, that the author conceives it would only 
be fuperfluous, and tend unneceffarily to fwell 
the work to infert them. Cpncifenefs has been 
his aim, and he flatters himfelf that the im- 
partial military reader will acknowledge that 
no extraneous matter has been introduced 
in the following fheets. The number of ma- 
noeuvres may by fome be thought too great ; 
but to prevent the price of the publication from 
becoming high, explanatory plates are annexed 
only to thofe moft generally in ufe, and con- 
J[ine4 chiefly to the changes of front, by the 
operations of open and clofe column. . 

Twenty-one years in his Majefty's Service in 
the cavalry, g. confiderable portion of that time 
pn foreign fervice, the greater part of the whole 
period in the a6live departments of adjutant 
and riding-mafter, and an attentive application 
to the feveral duties of the profefTion, will 'tis 
hoped, give the author fome degree of credit 
for his pretenfions to a tolerable fhare of know- 
ledge in the eflential pra£tice, adopted in train- 
ing and forming corps of Light Cavalry. 
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PLAN 

FOR THE FORMATION OF A 

CORPS OF LIGHT CAVALRY j 

Coniprifed under the following Headt, viz. 

poor DRILL, II HORSE DRILL, 

RIDING SCHOOL, || MANOEUVRE. 



PART I. 



RECRUIT. 



THE fize of men proper for a corps of light Sue, 
dragodns fliould be from five feet five inches 
to five feet eight inches, but on no account exceed 
the latter fize. Light dragoons fhould be ftraight. Make. 
well made, and aftive; a recruit's age fliould not Age. 
exceed twenty, nor be under fixteen years. The Men pro- 
bed defcription of men for recruiting lieht ca- ^^^^J^ 

... ^ ,j , 1^ °i°r recruits. 

valry is, country lads, brought up about farm 
houfes J they are in general fober, healthy, accuf- 
«tomed to the care of horfes, and eafily taught to 
ride. 

On a recruit joining the regiment, he ought to 
be immediately provided with the compliment of 
neceflaries, and fitted with his regimental cloath- Neceflariei 
ing, to be fettled with for his bounty money j and B^unty^' 
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the balance, after dedoCting for ncceflfaries, to be 
paid him. A few days may be allowed him before 
he is fent to drill } but in this interval, the non- 
commiilioned officer of htsfquadron (hoHld ihewhira 
Drefs. how to dfcfe bifnfelf in a foldier-Uke manner, and 
to keep his regimentals and appointments in good 
order. No coloured clothes fhould be fuffered to- 
remain m his poflefSon, on any account, for tea- 
fons to obviQUS to rec^uire mentioning^ 



w 



FOOT DRILL- 



HEN the recruit k ordered to drill, he 
fhould be put into the hands of a careful^ 
able, non-commiflioned officer. Nothing is more 
conducive to the difcipline of a regiment, than 
having a number of' non-commiflioned officers^ 
Charaacr who are expert driUs.-^They fhould be fober,. 
?^?U*^ eminently good-tempered, and underfland the me- 
thod of teaching pcrfeftly ; they fhould be capable 
of diflinguilhing want of capacity from inatten- 
tion, or idlenefs. Some men take up their cxer- 
cifc rapidly, while others require a confiderable 
time; nor is it unfrequcnt that the latter, in the 
end, turn out the mofl expert foldiers: the fre- 
quent ufe of the cane at excrcife Ihould be pro- 
hibited ; additional drill hours will be found a 
more falutary punifhment. 
Pofition of The recruit fhould firll be made to ftand in the 
the recruit military pofition, his heels clofe, and in a line j 
^ °"' toes turned out, knees well braced, a little bend 
in the middle of the body, fhoulders back, head 
gracefully up, and arms hanging down, with the 
flat of the hands on the outfide of the thighs j but 

by 
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by no means kept too long in this attitude^ as it is 
rather tircfome at firft. 

He is next to be taught to mar-ch at ordinary and Times of 
quick time-5 the YorH^rBol left than fcventy-two, "^*^^^* 
the latter one hundred and twenty fteps in a mi- 
nute ; length of pace thirty inches, and frequent 
intervals of reft nuv. be. alloiyed : djriU twice a day 
will be fufficicnt; the morning fhould be employed ^^^'^^ 
in fctting up, facing and marching, the evening in 
a walking drill. ThS laft docs ndt form in gdnqral ^f^^^ 
to ftaiul in that degree of eftlmationy or meet with ef&miaUy 
the altestioii it moft certainly defcrvts, a» nothing u^etuu 
is more ei&ntial to tlhc appearance and ait of the • 
dragoon. The men fhoukl frequently pa&^by cbi 
perfon who conduds the drills at zni eafy^ aiiicon>> 
/trained pace, th«r amis moving, heads properly 
up« and walk with a' firm, lengthy flep: they 
&ouid next faiote him, as they pais to bodt hands, 
if on the teft, they muft felcKe with tht right hand, 
and vice verfa ; and always look full in the face of 
the perfon faliited, with:a proper faldicr^like coa^ 
fidencc : this will fbon diveft ti:iem of their auk* 
ward ruftic gait and manner, and per&d them in 
the graceful walk, and indHtary air, fa conipicuous 
and hecomii^, in tiie difciplmed foldier. 
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P ART II. 



Rit>iNG sc^oc>l:;; : 

THE recruit being brought into the ridhig- 
fchool^ and a.ileady quiet horfe ready for 
the purpafe,. he is taught to mount as foHowss . 
Pofition of The horfe muft be placed ftanding even' on . all 
man^and fours^thictnan facing the fame way, bis right hand 
before grafpsg thc rein of the fhaffle bridle, near to, but 
mounting, not prcflfcd agfitinft the horfc's ucck ; heels together. 
Prepare to and Jn . a. line With thc horfe's: fore feet. On the 
mount. word of Command, he faces to the horfe on the 
Method of left hcel, takcs up the end of the reins with the 
du3 fore finger and thumb of the right hand, intro- 
in the duccs the little finger of the kft hand betwixt the 
faddle. rcins, draws up the reins fo as to fhortcn them pro- 
perly with the right hand^ reding the left oh the 
horfe's neck, throws the reins to' the off fide with 
the right hand, grafps a handful of the siane with 
the right hand, and puts it into the left, feizes the 
upper part of the near ftirrup with the right hand, 
and puts in the left foot as far as the ball of the great 
toe, right arm hanging down by the right fide. 

He feizes' the off part of the cantle of the faddle 
with the right hand, hops lightly, and raifcs him- 
fclf ereft, and ftanding for a moment in the ftirrup, 
with his heels clofe together, raires his right leg 
and thigh, and paffes them over the horfc*s croup, 
ihifting the right hand from the cantle to the pum- 
mel of the faddle ; the weight of the body being 
fupported by that hand, till the man is lightly feated 
in the centre of the faddle j the hand to be loofed 
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from the horfe^s mane, bridle reins adjufted^ and 
right hand banging down bebind tbc right thigh. . 

The dragoon ftduld be fcatcd cxaftly in the pofaion of 
centre of the faddle, not too mucfa on his the man on 
twift or fork, nor too much back; the head ^<^'^^«^*«'^- 
gratefully up, fhoulders fquare and well back, 
the body rather inclining back than forward ; 
left elbow hanging direftly under the left (houl- 
der, and touching the fide ; bridle hand about 
four inches from the body, and the height of 
the elbow; wrift rounded, and knuckles turned in ; 
thighs well turned to the faddle; legs hanging 
"with their own weight, .and lightly touching the 
borfe's fides. 



THE LONGE. 



THE recruit being mounted, and placed in Walking 
pofition, a caveffon (hould be put on the horfe, ' 
the teacher holding the end of the longe, and the 
horfe walked a few turns to the right, then be 
brought up to the centre of the circle ; a few turns 
more to the left, attending very minutely to the 
pofition of the rider. 

. After a few Icflbns as above, the horfe may be Trotting 
put into a gentle trot, for three or four turns to ^*^®"' 
the right, the infide rein the fliorteft, and the 
rider's body leaning to the infide of the circle ; then 
brought up to the centre of the circle, the teacher 
explaining to the man where he had done well, and 
where he might have done better. Alike number 
of turns to the left, explaining and dtreding as 
before: the Idffon may finifliby reining the horfe 
back, that is by raifing up his head, pulling the 
bridle flronger than ufual, but with a lively feel, 
B 3 and 
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and the tiAtr keeping his body well back ; when 
fufficientlf baok^ bait: compleat, the defibn by 
bringing up the hotfe to thd place froQi which he 
was ftrft rdned back. 

When >th^ recruit is pra6bifi!d in the trot, and fed: 
on hiis horfe, let hint' proceed to a gallop. The 
borfe mud lead with the iniide leg before and be* 
hindi and the rider ihouki be taught to know when 
hifi horie goes falfe^ without looking down at his 
legs« Pradice and attention will foon enable him 
to do this ; as when a horfe gallops falfe, or dif- 
united, his motion is always rough andunpleaiiant 
to hi$ rider. As the horfe increafes his pace, the 
rider's body muft lean proportionally, more back, 
and to the infide of the circle; his legs muft be 
kept fteady, and not work againft the horfe 's fides, 
and the fpurs by no means to be ufed, unlefs there 
is an abfolute ncceflity for it, in which cafe it will 
be pointed out by the teacher. 

The teacher cannot too often inculcate the pro- 
priety and neceffity of a light lively hand on horfc- 



Hvciy^and t^^^^* To this cnd, when a recruit begins to ride 



on horfe- 
back. 



with a fnafflc bridle, he (hould be taught to play 
the bit in the horfe's mouth, and conftantly to feel 
and cafe him ; this not only lightens the man's 
handy but preferves and often rcftores the fenfibility 
of a horfe's mouth, rendered callous by hard pul- 
ling and bad riding. When he comes to ride 'with 
a bit and curb, his horfe (hould not be allowed to 
move five yards at any pace, without relaxing his 
reins, and feeling the horfe's mouth again. This 
fhould he done by the movement of thewriftof 
the bridle band only ; the arm from the wrift ta 
the fhouldeir being at all times, and in all paces^ 
to be kept pcrfeftly fteady,. the elbow teaching 
the fide, and not to move or be influenced by the 
horic's motion. 



"THE 



Digitized by 



Google 



^ 



C 7 ] 

rHE SQUARE. 

WHERE there is no riding. houfe convenient^ 
the following mode of leflbn, on an oblong 
fquare, in the open fields will anfwer fully as well. 

Let four poles, rather longer than thofe of camp Riding 
colours, with a flag of linen, eighteen inches fqUare po*«» and 
at the top of each, and (hod with pointed irons at *^'' 
the bottom, be put down, fo as to form a fquare of Riding 
fifty yards long, by twenty-five broad. When the ^^^^{^ 
man has had his leflbnin thelonge, let him be fent Fig. i! 
to the fquare, where a properly qualified perfon 
(hould attend to give him the following leflbn. 

Let him bring his horfe into the center of the 
fquare (the caveflbn previoufly taken off) and place 
himfelf in the defcribed pofition on horfeback, his 
(lirrups properly fitted ; that is, when his legs hang Length of 
Vrith their own weight, the bar on which the foot ^*^"*P*' 
refts {h<mld hang as low as the infide of the man^s 
ancle ; reins properly taken up and divided, and 
bridle hand and arm properly placed. On the 
word marcK, he moves his horfe forward at a walk» 
and when arrived on the line between two camp 
coburs, turns his horfe to the right, moves on, 
walks one turn of the whole fquare, and when come Walk. 
to the middle of the next longeft fide double^ (hat Double. 
is, cutting the fquare in two, and going on agaifi pj^^* ^ ' 
to the fame hand ; when part the next (horteft fide, 
and about five yards advanced on the long fide, 
xhange^ that is^ crofs the fquare on a diagonal line Change. 
to within five yards of the oppofite corner; and j^!*^^^* 
when on the new line to the left, (borten the infide '^' '* 
rein, go on to the left one turn, double af>d change Trot. 
as before, trot two turns, daub/e, change, gallop two R^^n°back. 
turns, doubley changej trot^ walky halt, rein back, 
B 4 at 
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at three fcvcral times, making a fliort halt between 
each, and move up again to the original ground. 
The whole of the above to be performed in the 
fame manner by four or fix recruits, at three or four 
horfe's length interval between each. 

The above leffon, with proper attention to the 
hand, feat, and pofition of the rider, and frequent 
repetitions, will prepare him for the horfc-drill in a 
very fliort time, if he has a tolerable capacity. 



Riding Lejpm for a Regiment. 

Six fquares T ^^ ^ fquarc with camp-colours, and of the 
necdfary X^ fame dimcnfious as in plate No. L be laid 
for riding a Jqwu for cach troop, on the fame line, and about 
ivgiment. ^^^j^^y yards interval, one from another — A pcr- 
fon properly qualified Ihould be appointed to fu- 
Plate I. perintend each fquare. The flags of cach .troop 
Fig. 1. fliould be diftinguiflied by the letter of the troop 
*n^ *• being marked on them. 

The regiment drawn up in line, each troop op- 
pofite to, and about twenty yards diftant from, its 
proper fquare — twelve, fixteen, or any number of 
men the commanding officer may think proper, to 
be fcnt to each fquare ; or if the troops are not 
very ftrong, each may be told ofi* into leflfons, 
two of the front rank, and two of the rear.*— 
The teacher will then put them through the follow- 
ing Icflbn : 
res & ^^ number of men appointed for the leflbn 
reflations move forward in a rank entire by the right, and 
to be ob- when advanced to the middle of the fquare— from 
ridiiS^le" the right to the right file, with a horfc's length 
ion. interval between each ; walk one turn to the right, 

double, change : one turn to the left, double, 
change. Trot to the right two turns, double, 

change. 
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change. Two turns more to the left, double, 
change. Gallop two turns to the right, double, 
change. Two turns more to the left, double, 
change. Trot, walk, form to the right in a rank 
entire : rein back at three feveral times, halt be- 
tween each, and move up to former ground. 
They will then file back to their places, are fuc- 
cceded by an equal number, and fo on till the 
whole have got their leffons. 

Thus, an entire regiment may get a riding Icffon 
under the eye of the commanding officer, with 
the utmoft regularity, and in a fhort fpacc of time. tiopsT*' 
Particular attention fliould be paid to the feveral 
circumilancesof hand, feat, andpofition: during 
the leflbns the mod invincible moderation and 
good temper from the man towards his horfe (hould 
be infifted on. Spurs to be very fparingly ufcd ; 
iand pulling a dead weight, or jerking at the horfcs 
mouths, not to be permitted on any account. 

As the above Icffon, if properly timed, will not l^a-^^j 
take up more than an hour and a quarter for the without & 
whole regiment, it may be praftifcd with advan- ^»*^ ^'r- 
tagc on field-days before exercife; and may be *"^*' 
varied by one day walking and trotting only, witb^ 
out ftirrups. The next, walk, trot, and gallop, 
with ftirrups : but all leffons in the longe, whether 
of recruits, or men in a more advanced ftate of 
horfemanlhip, fliould be without ftirrups. 

When the troops come to ride with bit and a ftick to 
bradon, each man (hould be provided with a ftick, ^^ canied 
cxaftlythe length of his' fwoVd, which he fliould a"iWdtn. 
carry in the fame pofition as he would his fword : common li- 
the too frequent ufc of the bradon will, by this *^*"^ ^^^' 
means, be prevented. A regiment or cavalry can- 
not be faid to be properly difciplined, until the 
men are able to perform all their manoeuvres 
fword in hand, and manage their horfcs by the ufe 
of the bit reins only. 

Breaking 
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Breaking in Toung Horfes. 

'Ti^^rocnt Y*^ REAT attention is ncccffary to the treatment 
horfM."^ ^^ of young horfes during the time of their 

breaking. The utmoft gcntlcnefs fliould be ob- 
Moderati- fcyycd towafds them at all times j and though at 
thcmr^'^ ' firft they may appear aukward, or even prove 

reftive, patience and great moderation arc the mofl: 

. certain means of reforming and improving them, 

dcTfo be it is therefore an indifpenfible qualification in a 

temperttt. rough ridcr to be perfectly matter of his temper irt 

the riding-fchool. Severity to the horfes fhould be 

pofitively interdidcd ; and any breach of fuch 

order exemplarily puniflied. 
Krft leflbns The colt fliould get his firfl leflbns in an cafy cavef- 

in a cavef- -. rn^r r \^ 

fon. ion, careiully put on, fo as not to prefs too much 

on, or hurt his nofe ; for owing to negleftin this. 

Figure of horfes are frequently fhy about the head ever after. 

of the He (hould be led round the circle to both hands, 

longe. ^^^ caveflbn held fhort near his head, until he un- 

Walk. derftands the figure i the longe may then be length- 
ened by degrees till he goes freely round, and the 
rough rider turns in the centre. 

When the colt walks freely round to both 

.p^Qj^ hands, he may then be gently puflied into a trot, 
increafing the pace by degrees, and preventing his 
galloping as much as poflible till he is confirmed 
in a fair full trot ; when he has gone fufficiently 
round to one hand, he fliould be called up to the 
centre of the circle, patted and flattered if he has 

Hein back, done well — reined back a few fteps, and brought 
up again. He is then to be put round to the 
other hand. The fame circumftances attended to 
as before j and finifli by reining back and coming 
up again. 

The 
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The borfe being well confirmed in the trot, and 
going at the utmoft xate in that pace, the rough 
rider fuddenly, but ^^tly, raifes his head with 
the longe and puts him into a eallop : a flourifh of Gallop. 
the long whip may be neceflary to animate and 
aiTift him, but not to be ftruck, unlefs he is too 
fluggifh to go without it : he muH: not be allow- 
ed by any means to gallop falje^ that is, lead- Fdft. 
ing with the outfide legs before and behind, or 
difuniiedj that is, leading with the near leg before, Difunloiu 
and off behind ; or the off before, and the near 
behind* When he has gone a few rounds pro- 
perly he muft be made to fall into a trot; then ^JT^K*; 
walk J brought up to the centre, reined back, and haid^. 
brought up again : the fame to the other hand, and 
finifh. 

Many horfes go more freely to one hand than L^ffon for 
to the other. In this cafe the horfc (hould have a aukwani 
double leffon to the hand he is aukward at, be- y^^* 
ginning and ending to that hand. 

When the horfc is ready in all his paces, and 
reconciled to the bridle, faddle, &c. he maybe g^^j^.^ 
mounted gently by a fteady rider, and difmounted * 
and mounted again feveral times before he is 
moved. His firft leffons (hould be id a fnaffle, 
though he may have been previoufly longed in a bit 
and curb. He muft be led round the figure in hand, 
letting out the longe by degrees, till he is familiar 
with his rider, when be may be gradually puflied 
into all his paces. In a few days the leffon in the p^^^,^ 
fquare may immediately fuccced to that of the 
longe. ^ fteady and temperate perfeverance in 
this mode of treatment, will foon render him fit 
to be put into the ranks. 

Horfes arc frequently alarmed at objects and sightt and 
founds, becaufe they expcfl: injury from them— founds. 
Convince iliem to tHfc contrary, and they will dif- 
rcgard them ; the application of whip and fpur 

fliould 
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Drums. 



fhould be totally prohibited on fiich occafions. If 

Shy^ibrfcs. a hotfc IS fhy at^ and endeavours to avoid an ob* 

jeft, he muft not be forced up to it, but paffed 

by it often; approaching nearer at each time, till 

at length he may be brought clofe up to it without 

(hewing any fymptoms of fear or apprehenfion. 

Tfi^^V^ Piftols fhould frequently be fired in the riding- 

icflbns and fchool, whcu thc horfes are at a walk ; beginning 

feeding, with a fmall charge and gradually increafmg to a 

full one : arid alfo at (tables once a day juft before 

feeding with oatfe. The horfes will foon under- 

ftand It to be the (ignal for feeding, and will be 

pleafcd inftead of being frightened at it. Diflfer- 

Fiags. cnt coloured flags (hould be waved, and drums 

^ beat during the riding le(rons. 



General Rules relating to the foregoing. 

IT (hould be generally underftood, that art, and 
not force, fucceeds beft with all horfes, and 
with all riders. 

That every rider muft be patient and temperate 
with his horfe ; and every teacher eminently fo with 
both. 

That it is beft to prevent the poflibility of ref- 
tivenefs and anger in the horfe, by a fufEcient pre- 
paration of previous leflTons ; and that both man 
and horfe (hould be duly prepared before they pro- 
ceed to a new one. 

Le(rons fhould be (hort and lively, fo as not to 
weary the mind or body of man or horfe : they 
fhould be finifhed correftly by patience and perfe- 
verancc. Let the mifunderftood part of a - leflfon 
be tried again i and a few fteps only being ob- 
tained, halt— and difinifsthq rider or the borfc. 

Thus 
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Thus it will remain on the mind^ being the laft 

ad. 

In the longe a rough rider or teacher cannot in- 
ilrud properly n^ore ^an one recruit at a time. 
In the fquare fix or eight recruits are the mod that 
can be conveniently attended to at a time. Of 
men in a more advanced ftate^ whofe riding is ra- 
ther intended to preferve, than improve^ their 
horfemanibip, fifteen; ox twenty may fide at once, 
at a horfc's length diftance from each Other. . . 
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RIDING DRILL. 



FILING. 

Horfe-driu. T7[7HEN t ffumber of recruits arc well (or* 
Number of V V warded ifif the ridifig leflfon, they may then 
time*' * commence the horfe- drill : they fhould be put fix, 
eight, or ten in a rank, with fnaffles, and at dou- 
^n^fiies. ^'c op^^ fi^^s, that is a full horfe's length between 
each file j moved forward by right, left, and cen- 
Advancing j^^ . retreated by turning their horfcs fingly to the 
treating. ^.^^^ ^^ j^j.^ about, taking care that the horfcs 
turn with an advancing motion, and not be allowed 
j^^retreat *^ S^ back, and men drefling as before ; told oflf 
by alter, by right and left files, and advance and retreat by 
nate files, alternate files. The leffonlhould always terminate 
by reining back, and advancing again to the fame 
ground. 
When the recruits underftand the above tolerably 
Open files, well, their files may be clofed to open jileSy or half 
a horfe's length : they hiay then be taught to file 
Filing. i^om right and left, to front and rear ; and form 
to right, left, front, or rear : from the centre to 
the front, and retreat by two's, the files wheeling 
about outwards ; then front, and form. They* 
may afterwards be formed at clofe files, that is, to 
Rear rank, touch lightly ; form a rear rank, and pradife the 
fame at clofe files, which has been performed be- 
fore at fingle files. 
Diftance in The ufuat diftauce allowed in filing from clofe 
fii>"g- order is half a horfe's length ; the diftance between 
Of ranks, ranks at clofe order, a horfe's length. 

At the word file, every man half turns his horfe 
to the hand to which the filing is ordered, fo as 

to 
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to be prepared to move oflF his ground in time. 
After the word march, every man muft, at leaft, 
advance his horfe one ftep, before he turns him 
into file. 



WHEELING 



IS the next divifion of drill, and fhould be prac^ 
tiilsd at firft by finglc ranks of fix, eight, or 
ten mounted mcxu 

In wheeling to the right all eyes go to the left, wheeling 
except the man on the wheeling flank, who k>oks to ^? ^^ 
his divifion, in order to prevent opening, or clofing "^ * 
during the wheel : each man feels to bis right 
without prefiing, and bends his horfe to the hand 
he wheels to. When the quarter-circle is com-* 
pleated, halt, and turn horfcs heads fquarc. Great ^^^^^.^ 
care muft be taken not to clofe or prefs on the tions. 
hor&s to either hand : preifure coming from the 
centre to the wheeling flank ihould be yielded to 
a little ', but all prenurc from the flanks to the 
centre (hould be refifted. 

The very erroneous dircdion of the horfes* 
heads on the wheeling flank being turned outwards, x 
on a fuppofition that it facilitates and gives more 
room in the wheel, ihould be exploded, as it has tionsT* 
direftly the contrary efleS; for thofe horfcs having 
their heads turned to the left, whilfl: they are de*» 
fcribing a quarter- circle lo the right, muft move 
fide-foremoft, their legs moving in lines croflling 
each other, and by taking up double the fpace al- 
lotted to them in the wheel, occafion crowding 
and diforder in the reft. 

In order to wheel corrcftly, every horfe in the 
rank muft be bent to the band he wheels to, fo as 

to 
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to dcfctibc that portion of a circle ordered* 
Plate I. Plate I. dcfcribcs the wheel of twelve horfes, and 
Fig. 3. the exad ground each borfe is to go over in a 
quarter circle. 

The following fcale for wheeling drill has been 
found much preferable to the common loofe me- 
thod, being founded on mathematical principles, 
and is ftrongly recommended. 

At the end of the field or riding ground let three 
Scale for circlcs be defcribed from the fame central point 
wheeling whofe diameters Ihall progreffively fneafure thirty- 
Plate II. ^^^' forty^eight, and fixty-four yards: let the 
Fig. 4. ' circumference of each circle, for about nine 
inches in breadth, be fprinkled with lime, and 
afterwards well wetted. Let two tranfverfe dia- 
meters at right angles be drawn through the three 
circles, about a foot in breadth, limed and wetted 
as before. Any number of mounted men, not 
exceeding thirty-two in a line, being placed on one 
of thofe lime diameters, may be wheeled to the 
right — right about, or circle entire, on unerring 
principles, and the fame to the left. When the 
wheel is to the right, the right-hand man of the 
rank touches the central point, and is on the 
(landing flank : the left-hand man is on the wheel- 
ing flank, and has the ground he is to go over ex- 
aftly marked for him, fo as to prevent the pofli- 
bility of opening or clofing during the wheel ; and 
troops will be taught to wheel well in this way in 
lefs than half the time employed in the common 
uncertain mode of praftice. 

In damp weather the lines may be refreflied 
with a little lime once a week ; in fummer when 
the weather is dry, once a month will be fuflici- 
cnt. 

N. B. Should the fquadron confift of more than 
forty -two or forty-eight files, wheels of the whole 
fquadron fhpuld be performed, drefling by the 

centre ; 
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centre : the commanding officer of the fquadron 
is to regulate and give the ground, and at fuch a 
pace as the wheeling flank can conveniently con- 
form to. 

In all wheelings, the rear rank (hould cover 
away well to the wheeling flank^ which may be 
done when wheeling to the right, by every man 
prefling his right leg well to his horfe, ftill bend- 
ing him to the hand he wheels to j and vice verfa 
to the left. The front rank, wheeling on a {land- 
ing pivot, has no occafion to conform to this di- 
reftion ; whereas the rear rank is obliged to it, 
by wheeling on a Hiding pivot. 
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INCLINING. 

HEN well performed, this is a very fm- 
portant movement of cavalry; the mott 
decifive mode of a Kne gaming an enemy*s flank, 
and by no means fo difficult as it is generally fup- 
DireaJons pofcd, When praftifcd on true principles. The beft 
for inciin- direftlon for inftrudion is on an angle of forty-five 
*"^' with the front, which gains equal ground to front 

and flank. Suppofe then, a divifion ordered to in- 
cline to the right, on the abave angle, from a halt 
Scale for ^^ ^^^ word of Command 51? the right incliney every 
inclining, man in the rank turns his horfe into the diredion 
Plate II. at the fame rnftant, by turning his head to that 
'^* ^* hand, and preflSng his croup to the left, with the 
right leg, the centre of the horfc's body being 
confidered as a pivot on which he is turned. The 
right-hand man then takes his point of view in the 
prolongation of the line on which his horfe ftands, 
and on the word march^ the whole mo\x off the 
ground at the fame inflant, drefling to the right, 
During the incline the horfes fhould move as pa- 
rallel to each other as when marching to the front. 
When the above has been frequently performed 
to both hands, and is well underftood, the rank 
may proceed to a trot, and even a gallop : the word 
Inclining ^^^^^ brings them to their original front. ^ Praftice 
gallop? ^^ ^befe principles will foon enable them to move 
in any degree of obliquity that may be required, 
and at any pace. 
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Movements of Ranks by Threes. 



CAVALRY movements (whether taking ground Excellent 
to flanks or rear) are performed by this ope« properties 
ration with infinitely more facilityj celerity, and ^^^^ 
accuraicy than by any other yet difcovered. It fim* in ranks by 
plifies manoeuvre ; enables troops or fquadrons to (^^^'* 
move to the flanks, or rear, in line or column, 
with as much eafe as infantrv can by filing ; and 
qualifies clofe column for taking up any pofition 
to its flanks or rear, without in the fmalleft degree 
extending its order, or requiring a greater fpace 
during its march, than that on which it was origi* 
nally formed. 

If this can be clearly demonft rated, furely a 
movement fo applicable and eflentially ufcful to ca- ufcfUi'to^ 
valry, and which obviates almoft the whole of the cavalry. 
difficulties which have hitherto embarrafled and 
retarded its evolutions, will hot fail to be generally 
attended to and adopted. 

The habitual order of cavalry being a horfe's ^>ftanc« 
length diftancc between the ranks, and the fame ranklTna 
between divifions in clofe column of manoeuvre, divifions. 
gives ample fcope for the operation of this move-> 
ment. 

If a line of cavalry formed on an alignment is Taking 
ordered to take ground to its right and march on &^^^^ ^^^ 
that alignment j each rank being prcvioufly told oflF ^n**^an "^ 
in ranks by threes^ the left-hand man of each three alignment 
turns his horfe to the right on his fore legs ; the ih,^lll^*^^ 
centre and right files rein back, preffing their 
right \tg% to their horfes to bring them fquarc 
with the left file : and as the threes of the front 
and rear rank wheel independent of each other, 
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the line is now converted to a column to the right, 
with fix horfes in front. On the word march, the 
column moves to the right, dreffing by the left, 
and horfes kept clofe up -, when fufficiently to the 
flank, halt, and on the word fronts the left-hand 
man of each three, front and rear, turns his 
borfe to the left on his fore legs, the centre and 
right files wheeling up to the left, and dreOing 
by him. The whole will then ftand in line with 
their proper diftance of files corrcftly prefcrvcd. 

But when the objeft is to form column from 
line, or line from column ; then the threes may 
wheel on the centre file of each. If to the left, 
he turns his horfe to the left on his own ground ; 
the left file reins back, with his left leg to his horfe : 
the right -file wheels up to the centre, and the 
whole move, dreffing to the right. 

It is alfo the bed order for a retreat in line, and 
of paffing a defile or bridge in the rear,, from both 
flanks of the line. 

The operation of this order in clofe column of 
cavalry is peculiarly excellent : a horfc's length 
between the ranks, and the fame between the di- 
vifions, whether compofed of fquadrons or half- 
fquadrons, will be fufficient for every purpofe. 

It is neccfTary to obfcrve, that taking one 
horfe with another, the length of a horfe is equal 
to the breadth or front of three when at clofe files ; 
and as by the method here propofed, each three 
can wheel to the flanks or rear on its own ground, 
without the fmallefl: inconvenience to the others 
who furround it, it follows, that a clofe column 
compofed of any number of divifions may form 
its march to either flanks or rear, without the lead 
cxtenfion of its original order or fpace, in an in- 
ftant. The words halt^ front, brings it to its ori- 
ginal front. If the column has been marching to 
the rear, and ordered to front, the threes continue 

their 
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their wheel to the right about> on the fame princi- 
ple as wheeling to the right only. 

Hitherto the ufual way of taking ground to 
the flanks by an open or clofc column, has been o^^n^a- 
by filing, which loofcned and expofed the troops *'^"'* 
by drawing them out into a long train of files, took 
up a great deal of time, and was, befides, ex- 
tremely inconvenient \n forming up again. By the 
method here propofed, it can be done in lefs than 
half the time, in clofe and perfed order, and the 
column is formed to its proper front, by a momen- 

I tary operation. 

j. r Officers commanding fquadrons, half-fquadrons, 
or whatever divifions the column may be com- 
pofed of, fliould lead to the flank, dreffing by the l>«ffing. 
officer leading the divifion next the proper front. 

I The men tell themfelves oflf by ranks of threes. Method of 

thus ; — the right-hand man turns his head to the telling of: 
left, and calls out right ; the fccond man centre j 
third man left ;^.ihe fourth man right ; fifth, centre ; 
fixth, le/ty and fo on till the whole are told off. 

It will generally be advifeablc for the fquadrons 
to tell themfelves off from the centre to both 
flanks, beginning on the left of the right half- 
iquadroUy and on the right of the left* 
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COUNTER^MARCHING. 



Three 
ways of 
counter- 
march. 



I ft way of 

counter* 

match. 



UNDER the article of counter-marchingi in 
this place, that which relates to divifions in 
column only will be explained. The counter- 
march of a line of cavalry will come more pro- 
perly under the head of manoeuvre. 

There are three ways qf counterrmarching an 
open column of cavalry by divifions j the firft is 
performed thus : 

A divifion^ fuppofe twelve files, is ordered to 
counter-march: the right half-divi{ion> confiding 
of fix files, moves forward the length of its own 
front and halts : both half-divifions are then to 
wheel about inwards, that is, the right half-divifion 

wheels to the left about-. the left half-divifion 

to the right about and halt. The right half- 
divifion then is ordered to move up, halt, and 
drefs to the left half-divifion. 

When an open column of cavalry, right or left in 
front, is to be countermarched this way, itfhould be 
done by word of command from the officer com- 
manding the whole, thus — The column will counter^ 
march by divifions^ a caution. Right half divifions 
forward by the left^ march. Halt^ each half divifion 
by its own commander, when it has got to its 
proper diftancc. Half divifions^ wheel about inwards^ 
march, Halty each by its own commander, when 
whccPd the half circle. Right half divifions move 
forward by your left^ march. Halt^ by its own com- 
mander, and drefs by the left, and then by the 
proper pivot flank. 
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Second Way of Countermarch. 

On the column being ordered to countermarch »d way. 
by divifionsy the right-hand man of each divifion, 
or a fcrjeant, moves out by the fronts and placeg 
himfclf on the left of the left rear-rank man of the 
divifion, and facing to the rear : the column is then 
ordered to move forward by the right, except the 
men placed as above ; on the word Marcb^ the 
divifions move forward a diftance equal to about 
two thirds of their own front, and then get the 
vrotd^^From the right of dhAfions to the rear file % 
on which they file, and form up to the men placed 
as guides for that purpofe* 

Third Way of Countermarch. 

The left half divifions go to the right about by 3d way. 
ranks of threes and hak ; the whole column is 
then ordered to wheel about inwards by half divi- 
fions — ^Halt ; Left half divifions Front ; on which 
they come about by ranks of threes. This mode 
is recommended in preference to the other two. 



SKIRMISHING. 

EXPERT fkirmifhcrs are very ufeful to a corps Defcrip. 
of cavalry, either to ma& manoeuvres of the ^ionotmcn 
line or column in prefencc of an enemy, or to fi"for^flcIr.' 
cover a retreat. The men for this purpofe fhould mifhing. 
be bold, enterpriiing, and good horfemen ; the 
borfes ftrong, aQ:iv« and well managed. They DiTpofi-. 
&ould be difpofcd along the front or rear; their ^w*''' 
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intervals in proportion to their number, told off 
by alternate files, and be attentive not to open or 
clofc too much. 
Swa!"^ The line or column advancing, the right files 
may gallop forward fifty, fixty, or as many yards 
as will bring them within reach of the enemy, fire 
carbines or piftols, or both. If the enemy is re- 
treating, the rear (left) files move .through the 
intervals of the right files, fire as the others did, 
and thus relieve each other as long as it may be 
Advanc neceflkry. Or it may be expedient for the whole 
*"£• line of Ikirmiflicrs to advance, and hang on the 

rear of the retiring enemy, fo as to impede their 
progrefs as much as poffible, till an opportunity 
offers of attacking them with advantage, or cutting 
off their retreat. 

In cafe of repulfe, and the line or column of 
Retreat- cavalry retreating, the advanced files fire at the 
i»g« purfuing enemy, turn their horfes to the left-about, 

retire, and when paffed the rear files about twenty 
yards, /ro«/; the others then fire and retire in like 
manner, and thus continue alternately till ordered 
to join their fquadrons. 

Should the retiring corps halt and front, the 
fkirmifhers will then advance and retreat alter- 
nately on their own ground. 

When the Bank of a line of march is annoyed 

by an enemy, fkirmifhers fhould be fent out to 

keep them at a diftance; in this cafe they are 

Flank«r«. generally called flankers : they may alfo be ufed 

with advantage to reconnoitre villages, and alfo 

woods or covers near the line of march, where 

ambufcades might be formed. 

Signal to A particular fignal of the trumpet dr bugle horn 

mIfliTrJ''' ^o"ld be eftabliOied to call in fkirmifhers or 

flankers. 

' It will at all times be proper to have two or 
, more fmall parties formed with drawn fwords to 
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fupport the ikirmiihers, and prote£t their flanks^ SnM fup- 
the heccffity of this will appear obviouSj when it is ^^^j^f ^^ 
confidered the loofe order in which they are form- protea the 
cd, and that a fmall body of the enemy's cavalry, ^^*^ 
by getting on their flank, might do them con- ^,.i^™* 
iiderable injury, though fo near their own line, 
and before they could be afliftcd from it. The 
parties ihould follow the ikirmiihers, about half 
way between them and the line, and rather out- 
flank them a little. Should the fkirmifhers expend and (kir. 
their ammunition, thofe parties will return fwords, mifljin 
take up their places, and Ikirmifli ; and thofe who ****"^**™* 
return will form up, (trap up their carbines, draw 
fwords, and fupport the others. 

In fkirmifhing, the front and rear rank men Front and 
ftouJd be infeparably attached ; and, on all occa- "*''^^"^*^ 
fions invariably afl:, fp as to mutually fupport each ed *and 
other. In arranging the line of Ikirmilhers, it may fupport 
be confidered as a rule, that the rear rank man «*<^^<>^*>«^- 
Ihould be placed on the left of his front rank man, 
and that both their pieces fhould never be dif- 
charged at the fame time ; when the front rank 
man difchargcs, the rear rank man referves his fire 
till the other is loaded, he then fires i and thus 
alternately. * 

Skirmifhers Ihould be very attentive to, and in- 
ftantly obey, the fignal for recalling them, and be 
previoufly informed which flank of their refpeSivc 
fquadrons they arc to come in by. 
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Advancing and Retreating in Limj Chaffing^ bfc* 

NO operation of cavalry requires more atten-* 
tion and regulation than that of advancing 
thTiinc^ and retreating well in line. Whoever leads the 
line or divifiop, fhould pay the utnioft attention to 
Points of his points of vieWf and lead the line perpendicular 
Plate II. ^^ ^^s ^^^ ^^^^^ 9 ^^^ confpicuous points to march 
Pig^ 6. on (hould be taken, and may be interlined by tuft9 
of grafs, little hillocks, flones, wceds» or any other 
ftnall, fixed, objects that may prefent themfelves ; 
he mud be totally occupied in leading the divifion 
perfedly ftraight to the front, as the frnalleft de« 
viation from the perpendicular line in the centre 
^ is felt in a multiplied degree at the flanks, and 
occafions crowding and floating in the whole line. 
S'lhrifnc. ^^^ '*"^ ^^ general drcffes to its centre ; the 
men fliould not be allowed to turn their heads, 
their eyes only (hould glance to the centre to keep 
their drefs« It cannot be too often imprefled on 
their minds, that when moving in line the fmalleft 
turn or inclination of their horfes to the hand they 
drefs to will certainly caufe irregularity and crowd- 
ing in the line, and the fame if turned to the 
Method of flank, though in a Icfler degree. The true method 
wellTniilic. ^f advancing well in line at any pace is, that every 
horfe in the ranks fliould move perfcftly parallel 
to that of the leader ; the centre man in rear of 
the leader fliould cover him exadly, at a full 
horfe^s length difl:ance, and not get neiarer to him 
Nfceifary on any account. Should any of the horfes fall 
attentions, back, or get a little too forward during the move- 
ment, they fliould be brought into their places 
again by flow and almoft imperceptible degrees ; 
fudden movements of any part of the line, whether 
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quicker or flower than the pace at which the whole 
ought to move, occafion a (hake, and more or, 
le& of diforder. 

Another circumfiance that is highly eflential to NecefHtj 
the quick movement of cavalry in line, though too of the rear 
frequently overlooked or difrcgardcd, is that of JJ^^tJ^prJl 
the rear rank mod fcrupuloufly obferving their perdU'. 
diftance of a horfc's length from the front. To a '**^' 
want of attention in this point, may principally be 
attributed the frequent irregularities obfcrvablc in 
lines of cavalry when at a gallop, and alfo the 
greater number of what are called run-away troop 
horfes. By the inattention of the rear rank in conft- 
getting too clofe to the front, their horfes ftrike quenceof 
and wound the hind legs of thofe of the front rank, **'^j^"^'" 
who naturally make every effort to get out of [fng toV 
their painful fituation, become ungovernable, and cloic. 
break away out of the line. The writer of thefc 
flieets has frequently obferved troop horfes almoft 
worn out through age and fervice, who, in a 
common riding leffon in the fquare could with 
the utmoft difficulty be forced into a hand 
gallop, when in line, in the front rank, and ad- 
vancing quick, from a recolleftion of pafl injuries, horfesT*^ 
and the apprehenfion, or probably infliftion of 
recent ones, burdt out of the ranks, and abfolutely 
run away with their riders. 

The officers and quarter-mafters in the rear. Attention 
therefore, cannot be too yigilant or attentive to of officers 
the rear rank keeping their diftance and managing "' *"*^" 
their horfes properly : any inftanccs of irregularity 
Should be reported and punifhed. 

To the injudicious and intemperate application Ncceffity 
of fpur«alfo, moft of ^hat are called unftcady ?J''^^^^'^", 
troop horfes owe their charaflcr ; and it is not the qu^nt ui^ 
leaft neceflfary part of the duty of a riding mafter offpun. 
to inculcate and enforce a moderate and well- 
timed ufe of them. 

When 
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No rein. When the line halts from a charge, the centre 
aTffera^halt. fhould keep fuU up, or rather gain a little ground 
after the halt, in order to prevent any reining 
back on the flanks, than which nothing has a 
Men's bo- worfe appearance. On this occafion the men's 
diet to lean bodics fhould lean back more than ufual, and the 
back con- f^^]^^ ^^ f^^^ ^^ preflcd clofe to the centre of the 
faddle. Rupture is very frequently the con- 
fequence of a man's body leaning forward at the 
moment of a halt. 

' In advancing in line, three mounted men (hould 
be placed in front covering each other, and fixty 
or a hundred yards afunder, in a perpendicular 
line to the leader of the line, as points to march 
on ; when the line approaches the firft man, he 
fliould gallop off", and place himfelf at the fame 
diftance in rear of the other two, and thus alter- 
nately as long as the line continues advancing. 



0/ PACES. 



Walk. 



Trot. 



THE regularity and perfefl: uniformity of 
paces in a corps of cavalry are the beft poffi- 
ble tefts of its difcipline and horfcmanfliip ; thus,, 
when a walk is ordered, every horfe fhould walk, 
and no trotting be allowed on any account. 

But it is the trot that proves more than all the 
other paces the fteadinefs and good order of a 
regiment. There cannot be a more gratifying 
light to a military eye than that of a line of cavalry 
broke into divifions, and moving to take up their 
ground in open column, the whole without ex- 
ception at a fair full trot. Too much attention 
cannot be paid to this important circumftance : 
the utmoft fteadinefs in the riders Ihould be ex- 
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afi:cd ; and their being reftriftcd the frequent ufc 
of fpurs will contribute much to promote this de- 
firable end. 

The riding' mafter (hould obfervc any horfes pbfeiva- 
that are too fond of galloping in the ranks, order 
them to get their leflbns by themfelves, with fteady 
horfemen on their backs, and not allow them to 
be put into fquadron again till they are perfect in 
their paces. 



PASSAGING. 



THIS movement is neceffary to cavalry for 
the purpofc of partial regulations of inter- 
vals, &c. in line or column, or when only a fmall 
fpace of ground to a flank is required to be taken. 

When an order is given to paflage, the horfe fo|."^ff"*. 
(hould be turned to the flank, in the fame dircftion ing. 
as that laid down for inclining^ and by the fame 
means. If to the right, the man fliould fliorten his 
right rein fo as to keep his horfe in the proper di- 
reclion,and make him look the way he goes j he then 
carries him on by light lively feels at his mouth 
with the right rein, and an animated prcflure to 
his left fide by the calf of the left leg, but not to be 
fpurred, unlefs after frequent trials he difobeys 
the leg. The degrees oi feel and prejfure will de-^ 
pcnd on the fpirit and difpofition of the horfe ; and 
the dragoon Ihould be fufiiciently a horfeman to 
perceive and apply only the degree of aids from ^^^^' 
hand and leg his horfe requires^ before he attempts 
to paflage him : at all events he muft command J^J^f^'x,^ 

1.'°' . '. rr -It' "^ance in tne 

his temper^ and not get mto a paflion with his rider necef. 
borfej for as every horfe is, or ought to be, properly ^^y* 
prepared under the direftion of the riding* mafter, 

before 
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before he is rode in divifion of fquadron ; it is 
Beft mode ^^^^ timcB out of tcn the rider's fault if his horfc 
of treating docs DOt pafTagc properly. Should the horfe get 
hM^'^ftWs °^^ ^^ temper, the beft and moft prudent way will 
temj^r. " bc to ftop him, eafe the hand, allow fufficient 

time for his paffion to cool, and then begin again. 
To fto a When the horfc has paffagcd to the right the 
ho^fe when fpace Ordered, he muft be flopped by quitting 
paffaging. the left Icg, prcffing him ftrongly with the right, 

and turning him fquare to his former front. 

Paflaging When a rank or divifion is to paffage to the 

of ranki right, on the command — Pq/Jage to the Rights ^vtrj 

£001^" ^^^^^ ^s ^° ^^ ^^ ^^^ turned to the right — March ; 

the whole prefs their left legs to their horfes and 

move at the fame inftant — Halt — Front ; the horfes 

to be flopped and turned fquare as above. 



EXERCISE of the SfTORD, 

The fword fT^HE fword, being indifputably the moft for- 

thefupcrior J||^ midablc and eflcntially ufcful weapon of ca- * 

uiW^yca- valry, no pains or attention fliould be fparcd in 

vairy. training and perfefting the dragoons in the pro- 
per and moft offenfive ufe of it, in preferet<cc to 

The car- all Other arms. The carbine, though of infinitely 

bine much icfs importance, is, in general, confidered with 

thl^fwoiS? ^^ch more attention, and a very large portion of 

though in thc foldicr's time taken up in learning its ufe, which 

nirft^r °^'S^* ^^ much more advantageoufly employed in 

tfon, *"** exercifmg with the fword on horfeback. Indeed, 

Carbine Carbine exercife and foot parade fcem to have 

exercise & acquired too great an afcendancy in the cavalry, 

to6 m^v!l^^ and appear to bc the leading features in the dif- 

lent in the cipUne of fomc corps, and horfemanfliip and field 

cavalry, manceuvres to be regarded only as appendages 

and 
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and fecondary to them. A couple of hours each Too much 
day, for perhaps three days in the week, 2ixc /pared ^^^^^{^ 
for the purpofc of riding and cxcrcifing on horfe- foot dull. 
back ; the reft of the time, that is not employed 
at ftables, is devoted folely to carbine exercife 
and foot parade. 

In all ridtni; iciTons, \ehen the men are tolerably Riding ler. 
well on horfeback, they (hould ride with drawn !°n»^7»^ 
Cwrords, properly carrted and alio floped. 

In manceuvrc, regiments (hould in general do Manoeurre 
every thing with drawn fwords, in order that the fwoiUin 
men may be habituated to their weight and ufe, *"^' 

The following fword exercife will be found 
highly uftful to cavalry, and (hould be frequently 
praftifed. 

A poft about four inches diameter, and eight Mode of 
feet high, (hould be fixed upright in the ground, ^'^^th the 
and a hole, three eighths of an inch in diameter fword, 
and about four inches deep bored into the top of 
it ; a bag of cloth (luffed with wool, about the 
fize of a man's head, and perforated about two 
thirds of the ball, the opening about a quarter of 
an inch in diameter^ (hould be procured, and alfo 
a bundle of twigs of foft wood, each twig about a 
foot long ; the upper partof the poft for about a 
foot downwards (hould be rolled round with old 
woollen cloth or leather, fo that when an auk- 
ward fellow ftrikes, he may not injure his fword. 
One of the twigs is then infcrted into the hole on 
the top of the poft, and the head placed on the 
twigjfo that there be a fpace of four or five inches 
between the poft and the head. 

The dragoon beir>g placed about (ixty yards byftriking 
from the poft, with his fword drawn, advances, puts ^fad?* 
his horfe into a gallop, leading with the oflF leg, 
pu(hes him into three quarters fpeed, and when 
near the poft collects his horfe well, feats him on 
his haunches, makes a half circle round the poft 
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to the right, keeping his own body well back, 
and with a back (Iroke ftrikes off the head by cut- 
ting the twig in two ; he then replaces his (word 
and returns to his rank. A perfon (hould be 
ftationed near the pod to put up the head again 
immediately ; another dragoon then performs the 
fame courfd, and fo on till every man has had his 
turn. 

A pod of this defcriptioh, with its apparatus^ 
ihould be provided for each troop. 
How to The men fhould be inftruded to carry their 

fw ^^ fwords fo, that the edge and their knuckles arc 
cxaftly on a line, and convinced that art and dcx- 
Dexterity, tcrity in ftriking will have more effcft than the 
mwc'force ^^"^^^ cxertion of inaftive flrength; that what is 
rcquifite in callcd the drawing ftroke requires Icfs flrength, and 
J^j^eof does more execution, than any other j that is, 
""" beginning the cut about the middle of the blade, 
and drawing it from thence to the point. A man, 
by underftanding this well, may ride clofe up to 
his antagoniit and cut him down ; whereas a perfoa 
who has not praftifed it, by getting clofe would 
be unable to employ his fword with any effeft. 

Another Icffon with the fword, which will alfo 
be neceffary for the dragoon to pradife, is as fol- 
thrfword" lows, viz. 

A poft about fix feet high, with one much 
flighter, and about two feet long, faftened at right 
angles at the top, fhould be fixed upright in the 
ground ; the crofs'ftick at top fhould have a fmall 
hook or nail driven in near the end; three rings, 
whofc diameters fhould be fomething wider than 
the breadtli of the fword blade, fhould be provided, 
one of thefe rings fufpcnded by a woollen thread 
about fix inches long fhould be hung on the 
hook. 

The dragoon mounted, fword in hand, placed 
oppofite to^ and about the the fame diftance from, 

the 
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the ring, as he was before from the head. He then Running 
advances, preflcs his horfe into a canter, leading atthcring^ 
with the off leg, increafcs his pace, and when 
about twenty yards from the ring, points his fword 
at it, with the edge turned up, his arm extended 
ftraight forward, and his body leaning forward 
alfo, gallops by the poft, leaving it on his right, 
atid endeavours to take thd ring on his fword, in 
^hich if he fucceeds, he raifes his fword and arm 
ftraight up, and after pafling the poft about twenty 
yards, defcribcs a fmall femicircle to the rights' 
and in returning, as he paffes the poft, ftlll keep- 
ing it on his right, drops the ring at the foot of 
it. A perfon Ihould be appointed to replace the. 
ring when taken off. 

The foregoing exercife, often repdated and pro- obfervai 
perly performed, not otily inftrufts the man in the **ons; 
ufe of the fword, but confirms him in his feat, and 
praftifcs him in conducing and managing hia 
horfe, by making ufe of the bit reins only ; it is 
alfo a moft excellent leflbn for his horfe, by ac- 
tuftoming him to gradatiotts of pace, moving quick 
and well on his haunches. 

In thefe leflbns, as in all others, the men's rid^ Light live, 
fng with light lively hands muft be particularly at- I^^I^IJlfj^ 
tended to and infilled on; If they are allowed to qI^ 
ride with heavy, hard hands, the inevitable confer 
quence to their horfes will be callous unmanage* 
kble mouths. 

The I I Ring. The | Head* 
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M A N OE U V R E- 



THE evolutions, fa called, which ufually con- 
ftitutc a part of the review of a regiment of 
tionsonthc cavalry, aric fo generally known, that it appears un- 
Evoiutions j^^^g-j^jpy tQ detail them here j they are a very ufe- 
fjul leflbn for young troops, as they tend to confirm 
them in wheeling, filing, &c» preparatory to the 
practice of tbofe movements which it may be pro- 
per to adopt when employed on a<^ual fcrvice, and 
in prefence of an enemy. 

The bafis of the following manoeuvres fliall be 
Jraiikfry ^^^ nK)vement in ranks by threes, principally. — As 
three the it has becu Ijiitherto very little known — in theory, 
bafis of tQ thofe who are unacquainted with its properties, 

manoeuvre. • ^ ^ .i l n. j ^ • 

U may not appear to the belt advantage : m prac- 
tice \t& fuperiority muft be evident, and carry con- 
vidion to every military mind. 

Divifions may occafionally file, when the ground 
^^h^*, ii very bad j the intelligence of officers will beft 
point out when it becomes necefiary ; but it fhould 
fcldom be adopted when the movement in ranks 
by threes is pradicable. 
It may be neceflary to fay fomething of the for- 
Method of matiou and fizing of troops in fquadron ; if the 
troofs in fquadrou i$ compofed of two troops, the right 
fquadron. troop (hou]cl be fized in a rank intire, the talleft 
man and hbrfe on the left, and in regular grada- 
tion till the lowed are on the right. The left troop 
has the tailed man and horfe on the right, and the 
lowcft on the left. The right half rank of the right 
troop, and the left half rank of the left troop 
rein . back, ' file inwards, front, become the rear 
ranks, and cover 'their refpedive front ranks. — 

The 
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The two troops clofc into cacti other, and tfitia 
form the fquadron, with the ftrongcft men and 
horfes in the centre, which is evidently ptoper oa 
account of the fevcre preffurc that part is fiibjeft 
to in all rapid mdvements of the line. 

Thirty-fix or forty-eight files conripofe a manage- Number of 
abk liiuadron, when told off by hajf fquadrons, L^ngT" 
quarter fquadro.ns, and rjmks by three. fquadron. 

Not more than eight yards interval fliould ever itfterval 
be allowed between fquadrons when manceuvriftg ^^«» 

in line. qua ron ^ 

All words of command fhould be repeated quick Word«of 
and loud, by officers commanding fquadrons or di-; command* 
vifions. 

In all manoeuvres of the regiment, whether form- 
ing column of diyifions from line, or deploying 
into line from column, guides fliould previoufly be 
fent out to mark the exaft fpot, where each divi- ^y^^F^ °^ 
fion is to form, and confider as its point of appui j ^"^ * * 
this not only facilitates the movement, but gives 
it a degree of correftncfs, which it can never arrive 
at by the common uncertain mode of formation.— cjbfcrva- 
The pivots of the column cover, and the guides tionsonthe 
of the divifions in line are drcft accurately, previous ^^^l^^ ^ 
to the divifions taking up their ground. In line, SlLamiSt- 
particularly, each officer commanding a divifion, 
has two fixed points to form on and drefs by, viz* 
his own guide, and that of the fucceeding divifion, 
and he is not abfolutely obliged to depend on, 
or wait for, the drcffing of the divifion formed 
up before him- Without thofe fixed points in 
forming column from line, or line from column^ 
the fucceeding divifion when it comes up, findsi 
the divifion which it ought to cover, or drefs by^ 
unftcady and tmdreft itfelf : the.refult is obvious j 
a long time is required to form an indifferent, or* 
perhaps a bad line, or column : in the former cafe 
it is performed regularly, rapidly, and correSly. 

Da The 
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Men to be The fcrjcattts who cover officers fhould generally 
employed be employed as guides-, quarter- matters, all the 
as gui €8. jjQn.commiflioned officers, and fome of the mpft 
intelligent privates fhould be often drilled as 
guides : practice and conftantly exercifing the eye, 
will enable them in, a fhort time to judge drflan- 
ccs, cover pivots, and take up lines with quick* 
nefs and precifion. 
P ftofofi. When in column, and the divifions drell, the 
cersiQ CO.' guides rciu back to the rear rank, and command- 
liiinn. ing officers take their places. 
Pivots and ^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ generally obferved, that in column, 
dreiling, wheu the right is in front, the left pivots cover, 
and the dreffing is to that hand, and the contrary 
to the left, 
Exce tions There are two exceptions to the foregoing : one 
totiie^ove when the right is in front of the column, and the 
line is ordered to bq formed to the right, in which 
cafe leaders of divifions take poft on the right 
flanks ; the other in echellon movements. What- 
ever flank the echellon is formed from, comman- 
ders are pofled on the fame flank of their refpec- 
tive divifions. 
Guides of When the clofe column of half fquadrons is to 
fquadron deploy into line ; the guides of fquadrons only 
^^rllir^^' need be fent out : indeed, it in general, will be 
forming thc bcfl Way to draw out the left half fquadron* 
line. by ranks of threes, form fquadrons,. and then de- 

ploy. 
Equalityof The fevcral defcriptions of divifions compofing 
divifions. j^ fquadron, or line, fhould, as nearly as poffibley 

confifl of a like number of files. 
Method of The guides fhould be covered in column and 
anddref- ^^^^^ ^"^ '^^^ hy the adjutant, or officer. com- 
ing guides manding the divifion of appui j but it will in gene- 
in line and jral be ibcfl for the officer commanding the divi- 
coiumn. g^j^ ^^ which the formation is to be made, to 

cover,. 
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cover, or drcfs the guides, whilft the adjutant cor- 
re&s the intervals. 

In the following Manoeuvres the regiment is ' 
fuppofed to confift of three fquadrons of two 
troops each, though any number of fquadrons 
may be exercifed on the fame principles. 



To Wheel to the Right into Open Column of Half- word» of 
Squadrons. command. 

A Caution — on which the left files of the right ^J ^^^J^- 
half fquadrons move out and mark the wheel [^thc right 
fquare with the ground. wheel. 

The half fquadrons wheel to the right, dreffing March. 
by the left: left half-fquadrons parallel to the 
right, the whole halt, by word of command from 
their refpedlivc leaders. 

N. B, The commander of each fquadron takes 
poft on the left, or pivot flank of the right half- 
fquadron, the next fenior officer on the fame flank 
of the left half- fquadron. 



The Line wheeled into Open Column to the Rights to 
march on an Alignment. 

A Caution — on which three intelligent non- The co- 
commifljoned ojBScers fliould move out in !""»« ^^JH 
front ; feparate about one hundred yards from [Je'^^i^" 
each other, align themfelvcs on the left pivot$ of mcnt 
the column, and then rein back till their hbrfes' ^^ *" ^«^'- 
heads hang over the fpot on which thgir. own bodies 
were before placed ; fo that the pivots iii, marching 
paft, will juft brufli their horfe's beads, 

P 3 A caution, 
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command. ^ ^ 

ShiiC^ A caution, ' , \ ^ , , 

march. The column moves forward, dreffing py the 

kft : officers commanding divifions on the pivot 
flanks. The whole care of attending to the dreffing, 
and order of fquadrons, now devolves op the,,fii- 
pernunierary officers and quarter-matters, as the 
officers on the pivot flanks are not to attend to any 
other circumftances during the march on the align- 
ment, than thofe of covering cxaftly, and preferving 
their intervals. 

When the column approaches clofe to the firfl: 
mounted man placed as a point of view on the 
alignment ; he turns his horfe to the left, gallops 
oflf in rear of the other two, and places himfelf 
beyond them, and on the fame line at a hundred 
yards diftance : the fecond man docs the fame in 
turn, and thus as long as the column continues its 
march. 

Column. • A caution.-^ When the column is to halt; pi- 
vots to be well covered, and intervals attended to, 

jj^ij^ The column halts, dtcffitig by the left. 



The Column baited^ with the Right in Fronts to form 
in Line to the Left. 

Wheel into A Cautiou I — on which the right guides of fqua- 

line to the -^^ drous movc out to mark the wheels, and 

'^^^- facing to the proper front, 

March. The line is formed by wheels of the quarter- 

circle to the left. 

Officers commanding fquadrotls drefs them to 
the right. Officers who commanded left half- 
fquadrons, dfler halting them in line, return to their 
pofts ifn the rear, and leave the dreffing of the 
whole to the officers commanding fi^uadronfe', ivho, 

whpn 
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commtiul. 

when they have done, return to their pods in front 
of their fquadrons. 



The Line to wheel into Open Column ofHalf-fqundrom 
to the Left — March on the Alignment — Halty and 
wheel up into Line to the Right. 



^HIS IS performed exaftly on the fame princi- 
ples as the foregoing, viz. 

A caution. ?/2fo;. 

to the left 
wheel. 

The line wheels by half-fquadrons to the left, March. 
dreffing to the right, and halt by word of command 
from officers commanding half-fquadrons, who 
drefs them to, and place themfelves on, the right, 
or pivot flank. 

A caution : The co- 

On which the three mounted men are fcnt out m™hmi 
to place themfelves as points of view on the align- the align- 
ment, the fame as before. "^^^^ **• 

A caution : — on which the men prepare them- ^ . 
felves to prefs their legs to their horfcs, but without ^ ""* 
ufing fpurs, fo as the whole to move oflF the ground 
at the fame inftant» 

The column moves forward by its right ; officers j^arch. 
on that flank : mounted men Ihifting their places 
to prolong the alignment, as before dire£ted. 

A caution before halting* Column. 

T^ column halts, dreffing by the right. Halt. 

A caution :— on which the left guides of fqua- wheel into 
drons move out, drefs with the pivots, and mark line to the 
the wheels into line : and as the pivots face to the "S^t. 
left flank, and the guides to the proper front, the 
bell dire&ions iot the latter taking up the line, will 
D4 be. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Wordsof 
command. 



[ 40 ] 



be, to bring the pommels of their faddles into the 
prolongation of the line forrncd by the pivots of 
the column. 
-^^ ^ The line is formed by wheels of the quarter- 

■ circle to the right ; the divifions halted by their 
refpeftive commanders, and drcffed to the left. 

N. B. The words of command from the ofBccr 
commanding the whole, fliduld be repeated as quick 
9S poflible by leaders of divifions. 

The mode of repeating the words of command 
given by the officer commanding the whole, is as 
follows : Commanding officer. By half-Jquadron, 
each officer commanding a divifion, inflantly re- 
peats, by half-Jquadrqn : — Commanding officer. To 
the rights wheel ; — Commanders of divifions, To the 
r/g->&/, z«;/^^/?/ .--^Commanding officer, March i cpm- 
rnanders of divifions, march. 



Plate III. fhe Column marching by Half-fquadrons right infrgnt^ 
^^^' ^' is ordered to form into Line to the Right. 



Column. A Caution. 

Halt, ^^ 

The column' halts. 
iTg divifion The leading half-fquadron is then wheeled to the 
will wheel right, moved up a little, and halted on the align* 
*? J^^ mcnt, by word of command from its own officer, 
jlfght Right guides of fquadrons gallop out, take up 

guides. the line on the right half-fquadron, and with their 

proper interval of fix yards, befide their front. 

Forwards ^ cautlon I on which officers commanding half- 

the column, fquadrons take poft on the right of their divifions 

and dreffing it to that hand, for which purpofe as 

the officer is fhifting his pofl: by the rear of his di- 

*yifion, he gives the word, eyes right, 

; ^ ' "The 
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The whole march by the right, except the right 
hatf-fquadron, which (lands faft. When the di- 
vifions fucceffively arrive with their right flanks in 
rear of their refpedive guides, they get the word 
of command, to the rights halt^ wheels from their 
jrcfpcftive leaders. When the wheel is complet- 
ed, halty eyes rights march ^ halt^ and drefs by the 
guides. 

N. B. When a divifion is in motion, and to 
wheel to the right or left, the word halt^ wheels 
|l8 to be given, A momentary halt fhould precede 
and follow all wheels of this defcription. If to the 
right, the right-hand man turns his horfeand halts. 
When the wheel is completed, halty on which the 
divifion h^\\%i marcby they move on together; ;ind 
the fame to the left. 

When the columi^ is niarching with the left in 
front, and prdered to form to the l,eft in Hue, it 
mufl be done on the fame principle^. 



The Line to change Front to the Right y on the Right p|*^^- 
Half'fquadron. - 



A Caution :— — on which the left-hand men of ^^ ^*^^- 
the right half fquadrons move out to niark: ^"hc right 
the fquarenefs of the wheels. wheel. 

The half-fquadrons wheel to the right, dreffing 
by the left, and are halted by word pf command 
from their rcfpedive commanders. 

The CO-** 
A caution. lumnwiU 



March. 



clofe. 



The whole move together, clofe to the front di- j^grch. 
yifion, which flands fafl> wd halt at a horfe*s length 

betw.cci)i 
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The co- 
lumo wiU 
form fqua- 
drons. 
Left half- 
fquadront 
only — 
ranks by 
threes, to 
the left 
take 
ground. 

March • 
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between the divifions, by word of eommand frdiri 
their rcfpe£livc Icadcra. 

A caution. 



Forward. 



The co- 
lumn will 
clofe. 

March* 



The left half-fquadrons wheel to the left by 
ranks of threes. 

They move forward, dreffing to the right, and 
parallel to each other. When they have marched 
to the flank, a fpacc fufEcient to clear them of the 
ftanding half-fquadrons : they get the words halt^ 
fronts right drejs^ from their owh leaders, on which ^ 
they drefs by the tight half-fquadrons. 

A caution. 



The column clofes and halts with a horfc's 
The line length between the fquadrons. < 

will form * ^ ^ 

on the lead- A CaUtion, 
log fqua- 
dron. 

Column ) 

except the 

leading 

fquadron^ ^ 

ranks by 

threes to 

the left 

wheel. 

Mai^h^ 

The . column wheels by ranks of threes to the 
left, and halts. 

Thdy move out and take up the line at the pro- 
pet intervals of fquadron, dreffing by the right 

fquadron. 



Ripht 
guides* 
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command. 

lq«adton, the leader of which, or the adjutant, is v-^^v^^^ 
to fee that they are in correft line. 

The whole, except the right fquadron, move out tM^^ 
ftraight to the flank ; fo that when tjicy halt and 
front, they will be a horfe's length retired behind 
each other from right to left. When the officer 
commanding a fquadron, and who is placed on the 
right of the leading divifion of his fquadron, ap- 
proaches clofe to the ground in rear of his guide^ 
he falls out to the front, lets his fquadron pafs till 
the rear file covers the guide ; then bah, front, 
right drefs ; and when fteady, moves up the 
ftjuadron, and dreffes- it between his 6wn guide, 
and that of the next fquadron on his left. The 
left fquadron of the line Ihould drcfs between its 
own guide and the point of formation, which 
ftould be a mounted man, fcnt to prolong the line 
to the left, and corredly dreffed by the guides. If 
tlie officers drefs their fquadrons well, the general 
line being previoufly accurately marked, muft be a 
good one. 



The foregoing may be performed by the Operation of the putciv. 
open Column only, vizi ^»g- 9- 

A Caution :— on which the left files of half- j?^ JjJJ;, 
fquadrons mark wheels of the 8th of a circle to the right 
to the right, except the right half-fquadron which ^^^ ^*****- 
is marked the quarter-circle to the right. 

The right half-fquadron wheels to the right, March. 
atid halts — all the others wheel 8th of a circle to 
the right, and halt. The leaders take poll on the 
right of half- fquadrons, and as they are changing 
by the rear, they give the words, eyes right. j^. ^^ 

T^c guides mdve out at a gentle gallop, and are gufdes. 

aligned 
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aligned oh the right haif-fquadron at their proper 
intervals. 



The line A caution, , 

will form 

on the right 

half-fqua- 

dron. 

March. Each divifion marches by its right, the leader 

pioves on a diagonal line to a point fix or eight, 
yards in rear of his guide, where he begins a gra- 
dual wheel without halting, by the right flaying 
their horfes a little, and the left moving up, fo as to 
bring them fquare to their proper front ; move them 
up, halt^ and drefs them in line between the guides. 



To change Front to the Left, on Left Half-fquadron 
of the Line. 

THlE foregoing change of front to the right, 
on right half-fquadron, plainly indicates how 
it fliould be performed to the left, on left half- 
fquadron, by the combined operations of open and 
clofe column, or that of the open column only. 

In the firft inftance i the line wheels to the left 
into open column of half-fquadrons, halt : the co- 
lumn is clofed to a horfe*s length between divifions, 
and then wheeled by ranks of threes to the right, 
except the left half fquadron, which ftands faft— 
fend out left guides ; deploy to the right ; halty 
front, and drefs by the guides. 

In the fecond The line wheels the eighth of 

a circle to the left by half-fquadrons, and halts, 
except the left half-fquadron, which continues its 
wheel to a quarter-circle, and halts; left guides 
ii^re fent out and aligned on the left half-fquadron, 
L leaders 
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leaders take poft on the left of divlfions^ and 
dreiling is to that hand ; move diagonally, wheel 
up^ halt, and drefs by the guides. 

All thefc manoeuvres may be performed by 
£[}uadron9 quarter- fquadron, or any other fedion 
the commanding officer chufes. The half-fqua- 
dron is generally made choice of here, as the moft 
convenient divifion to work upon. 



To change Front to the Left^ on the Right Half- \^^^^^^^ 
Squadron. 

Caution :— on which the left files of half- Except the 
fquadrons move out to mark the half- wheels ; J^uadron/ 
right half-fquadron Hands faft. by half-' 

fquadrons 
to the right 
half wheeL 

'The half- fquadrons (except the right) half March. 
wheel to the right ; halt, and when fteady, right y 
drefs. 

The half-fquadrons (except the right) wheel to Ranks hj 
the right by ranks of threes, and halt. Ihrrigh^ 

wheel. 
March. 

Thd left guides move out and take up their Left guides 
intervals in open column. The leader of right ofhaif- 
half-fquadron fees that they cover : the adjutant [ak^up^* 
corrcfts their intervals if neceffary. your places 

in open co- 
lumn' in 
rear of the 
right half- 
fquadron. 

The half-fquadrons wheeled to the right by ranks Half.fqua- 
of threes, facing to, and pointing at, their places March? 
in column J march to their refpedtive guides i the 

com- 
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command. 



Wheel into 
]ine to the 
left. 



March. 
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commander of each half-fquadron leads it, on tlie* 
left of the leading rank of his divifion. When the 
leader of the half*fquadron arrives at his guide he' 
bahs ; fees his divifion pafs in rear of the guide, till 
the left-hand man covers him : he then inftantly 
gives the words, halt y fronts Icfiy drefs; the guide 
then reins back to the rear rank, and the officer 
takes his place. 

A caution : -on which the right files of fqua- 

drons only move out to .mark the wheels, drcfling 
by the pivots, and fronting to the left of the co-^ 
lumn. 

The line is formed by wheels of the quarter- 
circle to t|ie left : officers drcfs their fquadrons ta 
the right. 

N. B. If the regiment has had fufficient prac- 
tice, the half- fquadrons, in columns of ranks by 
•threes, may move to their places in open column 
at a brilk trot. 



Phite V. 
Fig. II. 



To change Front to the Right, on the Left Half-- 
Squadron. 



lA, 



Caution :— left half-fquadron (lands faft j 
right files of all the others mark the half- 



By haif- 

fqua(dront 

to the left, _ — 

half wheel, wbccl. 

March. The half-fquadrous, except the left, wheel half 



Ranks by 

threes to 
the left 
wheel. 

March« 



to the left and halt. 
A caution. 



Except the left half-fquadron, the whole wheel 
by ranks of threes to the left, halt ; and then each 
half-fquadron will (land in column of fix horfcs 
in frontj and pointing to its place in open column. 

They 
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They move out and place themfelves in open Ri^hP^ 
column covering and keeping intervals. guidci. 

A caution. Form open 

ColUHUI. 

The half fquadrons (except the left) move to i^j^^j,^ 
their guides i pafs theiji in rear, halt, fronts ^igk^y 
drefs. Guides rein back, and officers take poll on 
the pivot flank. 

The pivots having been previoufly covered, and wheel into 
diftances afcertained, the line is formed by wheels rf^J^^*** 
of the quarter circle to the right. The com- 
manding officer of the fquadron dreffcs it to the 
lefty and then takes pod at the head of his fqtia- 
dron, a horfe's length from, and covered by, the 
centre man. 

N. B. In formaitions of open column, the rear 
divifions of the column may open their diftances a 
little in order to trot full out, or by opening them 
a little more may gallop ; but in both cafes when 
they approach near to their guides, they muft bring 
their hprfcs to a moderate trot, and clofc up, ready 
to halt, and front, when ordered. 



To change Front to the Rights on the Fourth Half^ piateVi.- 
Squadron. Fig. n! 

A Caution. By half. 

"^ ^ fquadrons 

to the right 
wheel. 

The whole wheel by half-fquadrons to the right ; March. 
halt in open column, and drefs by the left. 

A caution :*^on which the fourth half-fquadron The line 
fends up its right and left flank files, who pkicc ZnxhJ^ 
themfQlves with their horfe's heads almoft touching haif.rq«a. 

the *^'^^°- 
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Ranks by 
threes to 
the right 
and left, 
wheel • 

March. 



Right .9nd, 
left guides. 



March. 
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the. hc%^s pf tfrc twq flank file horfcs of the leading 
half-fquadron of the column^ 
A caution. 



The three half-lquadrons In front oT the fourth' 
wheel by ranks of threes to the right : thofe in its 
rear wheel in like manner to the left^ and halt. 

The left guides p( the three half-fquadrons in 
front take up their . alignment on the right of the 
fourth half-fquadron. The right guides^ of half- 
fquadrons in rear of the fourth, take up their 
alignment on its Icftj the whole of the guides 
drefling by the leading divifion of the column. 

The half-fquadrons march to their refpedlive 
flanks ; halt, and front. As foon as the fourth 
half fquadron is unmalked by the divifions in its 
front, it moves up to the ground previouily marked 
by its flank files, and in a line with the guides. 
The divifions then move up into line, thofe on the 
right of the fourth, drefling to the left, thofe on 
its left drefling to the right. The leading divifiori 
of the column, as foon as the guides are dreflcd, 
fliould rein back to quarter diftance, to prevent its 
interfering with the guides, when deploying to the 
flank. 



To change Front to the Rear by the Countermarch of 
the Line. 



By half- 
fqu^drons' 
to the left 
wheel. 

March* 



A 

halt. 



Caution. 
The half-fquadrons wheel to the left, and 



The guides of hdf-fquadron$ move out; that 
of the right half-fquadron places himfelf on the left 



Lcftguidc* of the left half-fquadron but one ; 



the other 
guideg' 
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guides fucccffivcly cover him and take their refpec- ^'^^^'^^ 
tive diftance of open column, facing the fame way 
the column does. 

A .• By half. 

A caution. fquadrona 

to the right 
and left 
abouty 
wheel oat* 
wards. 

The quarter fquadrons wheel about outwards March, 
and halt, except the right half-fquadron of the line 
which ftands faft. 

A caution. Counter- 

march the 
whole. 

The right half-fquadron moves forward by its March. 
left, and halts at its guide ; having been previouily 
unmafked in front by the quarter fquadrons of the 
others, wheeling about outwards. 

The quarter-fquadrons move on at the fame 
time, when the fecond half»fquadron arrives on 
the flanks of the ground where the right half- 
fquadron originally ftood, it wheels about inwards 
by quarter-fquadrons, halts: moves on by its left, 
and halts and drefles by its guide. All the other 
half-fquadrons do the fame in fucccffion, except the 
left, which pafled its own guide, then wheels about 
inwards by quarter-fquadrons, halts and drefTcs by 
its guide. 

The line is formed by wheels of the quarter- wheel into 
circle to the left, and facing to the rear exadlly on >in«to the 
the fame ground it Aood before. ^^t.marcb. 



Another 
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By half, 
fquadrons 
to the left 
^hecK 

March. 



A 



Halt. 
Front. 



Ktght 
guides. 



Counter- 
march the 
whole. 



Another Way of Countermarching the Line* 



Caution. 



The whole wheel by half-fquadrons to the left 
and halt. . ^ 



Column, 
except the 
leading 
half-fqua*^ 
drbns, 
which will 
counter- 
marchy 
Ranks by 
threes to 
the right 
take 
ground. 

March. 

Forward. 



A caution » 



They wheel by ranks of threes to the right : 
they move forward inftantly, without halting: 
leaders of half-fquadrons drcffing by the left.— 
When the half-fquadrons have taken ground to the 
flank, the breadth of their own front. They come 
to their original front in column, by wheeling by 
ranks of threes to the left. The left half-fquadron, 
during thofe operations of the column, counter- 
marches on its ground, by word of command from 
its own leader* 

They move out and place themfelves : the guide 
of the left half-fquadron, on the fpot where the 
left of the right half-fquadron originally flood 
when in column, but facing the oppofite way ;, 
the other guides take up their places in his rear, 
and in open column. 

A caution. 



The 
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The left faalf-fquadron moves on by iti right, March. 
and halts at its guide. All the others when they 
fucccffively arrive with their left on the line where 
the left half fquadron before flood : wbe^l to the 
l(ft about. Halt. March by their right, and halt 
at their guides by words of command from their 
own officers. 

Wheel 

A caution, ' ir-'^*^ 

the right, * 

iWCftfch 

The open column (landing with its left io. front*. 
The line is formed by wheels of the quarter-circle 
to the right. 

N. B. When the line, column, or any part of 
eitber, gets the word of command to wheel to the 
righst or left, or right or left about, it halts after 
the movement. But when the order is to take 
ground to rights left^ or rear^ the word forward is 
inftantly givcn^ and . the body moves on without 
halting. 



The open Column marching with its right in fronts is pjatevi, 
ordered to wheel into a new Alignment to the Right. Fig. 13.' 
Halted when the third Hnlf-fquadron enters it, and 
is ordered to form oblique Line to the Left. 



A Caution. The throe 

rear half- 
f(^uadrons 
of the co« 
lumns. 
Ranks by 
threes to' 
the left 
wheel. 

They wheel by ranks of threes 4o the left, and' March. 
bait. 

E 2 Of 
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March. 



Wheel into 
line to the 
left. 
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Of the three rear divifions move out, and place 
thcmfclves in open column, and covering the left 
pivots of the three front divifions. 

The three rear divifions wheeled by ranks of 
threes to the left, march to their guides, halt ^ fronts 
left, drefs, by word of command from their re- 
fpeftive officers. 

The open column (landing right in front with 
its left pivots covered, and intervals correft : the 
line is formed by wheels of the quarter-circle to 
the left. 



To form double Column of garter Squadrons at half 
Dijlance on the two Centre garter Squadrons of 
the Line. 



Quarter- 
fquadrons 
on the right 
and left of 
the two 
centre, 
to the right 
and left 
half vvheel. 
March. 



Raoks by 
thcees to. 
the right 
and left 
wheel. 

March, 



A 



Caution, on which Sank files are fent out to 
mark the half wheels. 



The quarter-fquadrons of the right wing half 
wheel to the left ; thofe of the left wing half wheel 
to the right. The two centre quarter-fquadrons 
ftandfaft. 

A caution. 

The quarter-fquadrons of the right wing wheel 
by ranks of threes to the left— thofe of the left 
wing to the right. The two centre quarter-fqua- 
drons do not move. 

A caution^ 
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A caution. ^JJ^ 

fquadronf 
form dou- 
ble column 
on the cen- 
tre. 

They inarch to their places in column. The March. 
leader of each quarter-fquadron fiops when he 
arrives at the outward flank of his place in column ; 
fees his divifion pafs : HaU, front : right or left drefs. 
Guides need not be fent out in quarter-fquadrons 
forming into column at half diftance. 

The double column is now ready to march to 
the front. Forms its march to right or left flank 
or rear. The great excellence of all formations, 
whether of line or column, by ranks of threes, is, 
that they can be moved in any direftion, or brought 
to any point, with the utmoft facility, and without 
exteniion of (pace. 



I'be Clofe Column of Half Squadrons formed Right in Plate vji. 
Front ; // is found necejfary to take up a Pofition to ^*S- *♦• 
the Right of the Front, where the Right is to be 
appufd^ and on vfhich tpe Column is to deploy into 
Line. 

THIS is done by the clofe column marching in- 
clining to the right— /r(?«//«g", and moving 
forward, when in rear of the point of appui— r 
halting on the alignment, and deploying into line 
by the means already dcfcribed. 

Or J If the pofition to be taken up is a confide- 
rable diftance to the right, and but a fliort way in 
front, fo as not to be conveniently reached by the 
incline : then, the clofe column takes ground to 
its right by ranks of threes — moves ftraight to the 
flank, drefling by the left, or front divifion : halts, 
E 3 and 
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and when it arrives in rear of the point of ai^pui 
— moves up and halts on the alignment ; and the 
column deploys to the left into line, by ranks of 
threes on the leading divifion of the column. 



Plate VIII. 
Fig. 15. 



To change Front to the Rights on the third Half-^ 
Squadron of the Line^ by wheeling. 



Right 
iquadron. 
Ranks by 
threes right 
about 
wheel. 



THE third half-^fquadron is wheeled to the 
right, and placed in the new poiition^ 

r 

A caution. 



March. The right fquadron goes about and halts. 



By half- 
fqtiadrons 
to the right 
half wheel. 

March. 



Right and 
left guides. 

. March. 



A caution. 



Except the third half-fquadron, the whole wheel 
the eighth of a circle to the right and halt. 

The left guides of the right, and the right guides 
of the left half-fquadrons take up their refpeftivc 
places in the new line. 

The whole march on diagonal lines to their 
places, marked by guides, baity and front. The 
two right half-fquadrons, when they arc aligned, 
come to the right about by ranks of threes and 
drefs to the left: the half-fquadrons on the left of 
the third half-fquadron drefs to the rights 



To 
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To change Front to the Left on the Fourth Half Plate vill. 
Squadron by wheeling. 



A Caution. i^^^f^„,. 

dron,rankf 
by threes 
to the right 
about 
wheel. 

. The left fquadron goes about by ranks of threes March. 
and halts. 

By half- 
A caution. fquadrona 

to the left 
half wheel. 

The whole except the fourth half-fquadron March, 
wheel the eighth of a circle to the left and halt. 

The left guide of right fquadron, and right j^. , ^ ^^ 
guide of left fquadron move out and place them- left guide«. 
felves in line with the fourth half-fquadron, and at 
their proper intervals. 



A caution* 



Form the 
line to the 
left. 

The half fquadrons march on diagonal lines to March, 
their refpeftive flanks. When the two left half- 
fquadrons are aligned on their guides they halt — • 
come about by ranks of threes, and drefs by the 
right. The three half- fquadrons on the right halt 
in line, and drefs to the left. 

N. B. When the line is dreflcd, on moft occa- 
fions it will be proper to give the word, eyes front. 



E4 



Method 
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Method of Changing Front by 
Inverted Column. 



Ta change Front to the Right on the third Half 
Squadron of the Line, by the Operation of In^ 
verted Column. 

By half- A Caution, on which the half-fquadrons arc <K- 

K right reaed to wheel. Thofe on the right of the 

and left third one-eighth of a circle to the left: and thofe on 

wheel. jhc left of the third five-eighths of a circle to the 

right, except the fourth half-fquadron, which only 

wheels the quarter-circle to the right. 

March. ' The half-fquadrons wheel as above direfted^ 

and halt. 

Ranks by 

threes to A Caution. 

the left 

wheel. 

March. Thofe on the right of the third half-fquadron 

wheel to the left and point to the rear of the 
third. Thofe on the left of it wheel to the left alfo, 
and point to the front of the third. 
Right and The left guidcs of the three half-fquadrons on 
left guides. x\\t left place thcmfelves in front of, and facing to, 
the right or pivot file of the third half-fquadron. 
The right guides of the two right half-fquadrons 
place themfelves in rear of the third, and covering 
its right file. The fourth half-fquadron in front 
,of the third, takes double interval from it. 

Form in- 
verted CO- ^ caution. 
Ittinn. 

The 
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The half-fquadrons move into their. Tefpcftivc March. " 
places, halt^ fronts and drefs by their guides* 

A caution. Wheel into 

line to the 
right and 
left. 

The three right half-fquadrons drefs to the right March. 
—-the three left half-fquadrons wheel to the left 
and halt : the whole drefs by the centre. 

N. B. The line fhould be prolonged on both 
flanks, by mounted men, in all formations on 
central divifions. 



Tb change Front to the Left on the Fourth Half 
Squadron of the Line^ by Inverted Column. 

A Caution : — the three half-fquadrons on the By half- 
right of the fourth, are ordered to wheel [^"heHght 
five eighths of a circle to the left. The two half- and left 
fquadronson its left to wheel only onc-eighthtothc wheel, 
right — the fourth half-fquadron to ftand faft. Men 
ihould be fent out from all the half- fquadrons, to 
mark their rcfpeftive. portions of wheel ordered. 

They wheel their rcfpeftive portions of the circle, March, 
and halt. 

Ranks -by 
A caution. threes, ' to 

the right 
wheel. 

The whole, except the fourth half-fquadron» March, 
wheel by ranks of threes and halt. 

The right guides of the three half-fquadrons on Rjght and 
the right of , the fourth move out in front and place left guides, 
thcmfclves facing to its left guide, and covering it. 
The left guides of the two half-fquadrons on the 
left of the fourth move to the rear and cover its left 

guide 
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'^^'^^^'^'^ guide alfo : the third half-fquadron guide tdkt^ 
double interval from the fourth^ all the other half- 
fquadrons at the ufual diftance of open column. 

Wheel into 

line to the ^ caUtlon. 

nght and 

left. 

March. The line is formed by the three right half-, 

fquadrons wheeling the quarter circle to the right ; 
the three left half-fquadrons to the left j the whole 
drefCng to the fourth half-fquadron. 

N. 6. The two foregoing manoeuvres performed 
by the operation of inverted column, will plainly 
indicate how changes of front may be effcfted on 
any other divifions of the line. 



Of Charging in Line. 

THE charge in line, the moft important move- 
ment of cavalry, and to which all evolutions 
and manoeuvres are only preparatives, fhould be 
performed with all the rapidity poffible, confiftent 
with the order and union of the fquadrons. 

In charging infantry, if the ground is praftica- 
ble, the line fhould begin to gallop at three hun- 
dred yards diftance from the enemy, in order to 
receive as few fires as poffible. 

In charging cavalry, when a formidable fire is 
not to be expefted, the line need not begin to gal- 
lop till within eighty or one hundred yards of the 
enemy, in order that the horfes may arrive in 
wind, and full vigour, when they fliock with the 
oppofmg body. 

It cannot be too often repeated, that the effe£t 
of the charge depends in a great mcafure on the 

attention 
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attention and fteadinefs of the leaders of fquadrons. 
The bcft troops will crowd, and fall into difordcr, 
if badly led. 

Whjsn the charge is fuccefsful, and the enemy 
broke, the flank fquadrons, half-fquadrons, or any 
proportion of the line, that local circum (lanced 
may require, fliould be ordered to difperfe, and 
purfue the fugitives- Firing of carbines and piftob 
in this cafe, (hould not be encouraged, as there is 
a great deal of time loft in loading on horfeback. 
The fword is by far the beft weapon for a horfe- 
man on this, and indeed, on moft other occafions. 
• It will generally be advifeable in cafe of a pur* 
fuit, to have a central fquadron or divifion remain 
formed. This will not only tend to prevent any 
attempt of the broken enemy at rallying, but will 
ferve as a point, for the purfucrs to form to, in 
cafe it fliould be found neceflary to recall them— 
or, to take charge of any prifoners who may be 
brought in. 



Charging Infantry ^ Part of the Line thrown into 
Column. 



IT may be neceflary to attack a line of infantry, 
a part of whofe right wing is covered in front 
by difficult ground^ on which cavalry cannot a£t 
in line. 

The line of cavalry advancing perceives this, 
orders that part of its left which is obfl.ru£led by the 
bad ground, to fall back into open column of quar- 
ter-fquadrons, on the next quaner-fquadron on 
their right, which keeps its place in line. 

The whole is ordered to advance and charge : — 
the Unc ftraight forward; the column wheel fuc- 

cefllvely 
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ceflivcly by quarter fquadrons, to the Ieft> and 
charge down the enemy's right flank. 

The fame mode of attack may be praSifcd 
againfl; a fuppofcd left flank. 

Skirmifliers (hould always precede and cover fuch 
manoeuvres. 

A particular fignal of the trumpet or bugle 
fliould be eftabliflied, on the found of which the 
whole fliould come in and form. 



Plate IX. Doubk Column of Attack from the Centre and En-- 
^'«- *'• filading Charge to both Flanks. 

A Body of Infantry is fuppofcd ported, part of 
whofe right and left wings are fecured by 
obftacles in front, only acceflible in the centre, 
and it is found indifpcnfably neccflary to attempt 
diflodging them. 

The regiment formed in line, compofcd of three 
fquadrons, and marching to the attack, the centre 
fquadron continues its march in front j the flank 
fquadrons flackcn their pace, incline inwards, and 
form two open columns of quarter fquadrons, on 
the right and left quarter fquadrons of the centre ; 
the right and It^ft quarter fquadrons of the line 
forming the rear of the columns. 

The whole move on to the attack, charge, the 
centre fquadron fl:raight forward, the two columns 
in its rear, charge by divifions fucccflivcly to both 
flanks. 

If completely fuccefsful, both flank fquadrons, 
and the two flank quarter fquadrons of the centre 
may be fent in purfuit ; the centre half fquadron 
remains formed, to be ready for any emergency. 

Threatening 
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Threatening the Right of a Body of Infantry pojled^ piate x. 
and making the Attack on the Left. ^^S- »9- 



IN this cafe, the corps fhould move down to- 
wards the enemy's right, in clofe column of 
fquadrons ; form into line, and fend out a ftrong 
party of fkirmifliers to annoy that flank. This feint 
may induce the enemy to reinforce the right wing 
from the left, the point really intended to be at- 
tacked. This being fuppofed accomplifhcd, clofe 
column is formed in front of the right half fqua- 
dron ; the column takes ground to the right, by 
ranks of threes, moves brifkly to the flank, and 
when a fufficient diftance. Halt — Front ; form the 
line on the leading half fquadron, by deploying to 
the right, and move on to the attack of their left 
flank. 

This may be praQifed on fimilar principles in 
attacking the right flank. 



To Retreat in open Ground by Alternate Half pj^^^ ^^ 
Squadrons. Fig. xS.' 



A Line of cavalry repulfed, and prcfled by an 
enemy, may retreat by alternate half fqua- 
drons, thus: 

The left half fquadrons are ordered to the 
right about by ranks of threes, retreat fifty, fixty^ 
or an hundred yards, and then front. The right 
half fquadrons then go about in the fame manner ; 

retire. 
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retire, and when pafled the left half fquadroiis 
about the fame diftance, front ; and thus continue 
to retreat by alternate half fquadrons as long as 
may be neccflary. Great attention (hould be paid 
to intervals ; but ftould they be clofed too much, 
that part of the retiring half fquadron obftruded 
Ihould fall back, double on its right or left, and 
refume its place in line, as foon as it gets diear of 
the {landing half fquadron. 

In a retreat of this kind* (kirraifliers ihould be 
reinforced confiderably. The manoeuvre niay con- 
clude by forming the line, calling in the ikirmiih- 
era, sold cbargiDg to the front. 



! To Retreat trough u Defile^ or ov^r a Bridge. 

A Corps of cavalry retreating, and a bridge or 
defile prefenting itfelf, through which they muft 
pafs, the following modes may be adopted : 

Whether the corps is retreating in line or co- 
lumn, if the pafs is broad enough to admit of fix 
horfes marching in front, the whole file from the 
right of fquadrons to the rear, and clofe to the 
the leading files of the fquadron neareft the en- 
trance to the pafs ; when got through the defile, 
the column may expand itfelf, taking diftance 
from the centre fquadron, continue its march, or 
form in line to the rear. 

If the pafs is only broad enough for four horfes 
hi front, the right or left fquadron may be ordered 
to fall back, and follow the centre fq-uadron in 
column of files ; as foon as clear of the defile, the 
fquadron in rear of the centre mov-cs up and takes 
its place in front. 

Or 
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Or thus : 

A line of cavalry drawn up fronting the enemy, 
and the defile or bridge in its rear, the right and 
left threes of the line wheel about by. ranks, re- 
treat, and clofe in to each other in the centre, 
the threes of the rear rank leading to the rear, 
and foHowcd by their refpecHvc front rank threes: 
the threes of the line fucccflively wheel afid follow 
in column, till the whole are in motion to the 
reat ; they may then move at a briflc trot till clear 
of the pafs, continue the march, or (hould it 
become proper to form the line to itspropcr front', 
k is performed inconceivably quick : — the column 
is halted, and brought to the right about by ranks 
of threes, when the column will ftand, with the 
two centra threes of the line at its head ; form up; 
by the wings extending to their refpcSive flanks, 
moving up, and drcifing by the centre. 

In both thefe cafes, there ought to bt flrong 
detachments of fkirmifhers fent out to mafk the 
maticcuvreSj-and prevent the enemy from preffing 
too much on the retreating corps. 

In retreating in full line, (hould any obftaclc in- 
terfere with any part of it, that part (hould fall 
back, double to the right and left, and follow in 
rear of the line : their /interval in line (hould be 
corredly prefer ved. When the obftacle is paflTcd, 
they move up i«to their places again. 

Tkc officer in rear of the fquadron, which has 
the obftacle in front, fliould give the ncccfTary 
dtrediions for paiGng it. The officer commanding 
the fquadron, being wholly occupied in leading to 
the front, cannot attend to any partial regulation 
of the fquadnon, during its march. 
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Fi*^\"' -^ ^^^^ ^f Cavalry to take Ground to the Right and 
Fronts by an Echellon Movement. 

TH E line fuppored in prcfcncc of an enemy, 
and it is found neceflary to take up a po- 
fition confiderably to the right of the front ; and 
as breaking to the right by divifions is only pre- 
fenting fo many flanks to an enemy, it is ordered 
to take up its ground by inclining. 

But as it is extremely difEcult to incline a long 
line for any great diftance, the following mode 
will be found to obviate many of the inconvenien- 
ces attending that movement, and accelerate the 
manoeuvre. 

The line moves on at a walk, the fecond half 
fquadron falls back, till it juft clears the rear rank 
of the preceding one : the right half fquadron of 
the centre falls back in like manner, keeping its 
interval of fquadron of fix yards from the right 
fquadron, and thus till the whole are in echellon. 
The whole is then ordered to incline to the right 
at a trot ; the right of each half fquadron ftiU 
keeping the left of the preceding one as its guide ; 
fo that the whole incline in this way with as much 
eafe as a fingle half fquadron could, and the 
crowding and irregularity which frequently happen 
in inclining a line to right or left avoided. When 
the right has arrived in rear of the point at which 
it is to be placed, the word Front is given — Form 
the Line, which is done immediately, by moving 
up and dreffing by the right half fquadron. 



THE END. 
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